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This invention relates fo a graphic method of 
teaching music and more particularly fo the 
teaching of piano playing. If is we]l known that 
the first requisite of successful playing resides in 
being able fo read written music readily and ac- 
curately, and my invention is more particularly 
concerned with this ïact. To read music suc- 
cessfully and translate the notes fo the instru- 
ment, the pupil must learn te read ahead of the 
notes being played. This requires the abi]ity fo 
both read and memorize speedily and accurate]y 
and the primary object of my inventàon resides in 
a novel method or promoting this faculty. 
I have discovered that the pupfl acquires this 
ability when subjected to reading music wherein 
the musical composition is placed in front of the 
pupil and is so progressively blanked out that he 
is always playing from memory notes which he 
has just previously ]'ead from the composition. 
In accordance with my invention, I project a plu- 
rality of consecutive measures or sections of the 
musical composition onto a screen in view of the 
pupil and, as the pupil plays, the foremost sec- 
tions are consecutively blanked out by changing 
the projection so that the pupil is a]ways playing 
the notes that have just previously been elimi- 
nated. In each successive projection, the fore- 
most measure or section of the previous projec- 
tion is eliminated and the projections are changed 
in a frequency corresponding te the rime period 
of the composition, each projection being placecl 
on the screen for a rime period equal approxi- 
mately te the measure or section last eliminated. 
Thus the pupil hot only learns to memorize and 
play from memory but also acquires perfect 
timing. 
These and other featul"es of the invention wfll 
be more readily understood and appreciated from 
the following detailed description of a preferred 
embodiment thereof, selected for purposes of il- 
lustration and shown in the accompanying draw- 
ings in which-- 
Fig. 1 illustrates the projection of a piece of 
music fo be played, 
Fig. 2 illustrates the next succeeding projection, 
and 
Fig. 3 illustrates the next succeeding projection. 
My invention contemplates a graphic method 
of teaching music by employing a film embody- 
ing .a succession of frames from which the music 
is projected progressively onte a screen in view 
of the pupil, it being understood that the screen 
may occupy the rack or place usual]y employed 
for holding the music book or composition or any 
position in full view of the pupfl. 
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2 
and project2on embodies all or the first portion 
of the composition fo be played, as illustrated in 
Fig. 1 of the drawing. When the pupil is ready 
te play, the first projection is removed from the 
5 screen and the second projection (Fig. 2) is sub- 
stituted therefor. If will be noted that in Fig. 2 
measure #| has been eliminated. The pupil 
plays the first measure #| of the composition 
whfle the second projection is on the screen and 
10 ho simultaneous]y therewith reads measure #2 
preparatory fo playing if in proper timed se- 
quence following the playing of the first measure. 
The second projection (Fig. 2) is held on the 
screen for a rime period equal approximately fo 
15 that of measure #f. The second projection is 
then in like manner removed and the third pro- 
jection (Fig. 3) is substituted therefor, and the 
pupil plays measure #2 whfle reading measure #3 
preparatory te playing if following the comple- 
20 tion of measure #2. Thus in like manner the 
pupil continues on through the composition, al- 
ways playing the next previous measure from 
memory while reading the measure which is 
mediately fo follow. When the last measure # 
25 is removed from the screen and is being played 
the next succeeding portion of the composition 
will be projected onto the screen preparatery fo 
continuing on in like manner. 
Whfle, as illust.'ated and above described, the 
30 composition will ordinarfly be broken up inte full 
measures, I desire if te be understeod that it may 
be desirable in some cases fo break if into sections 
other than complete measures. In any event, 
the method of procedure is the saine, the pupfl 
35 always playing from memory the notes just pre- 
viously read and simultaneously therewith read- 
ing the notes in the section immediately follow- 
ing. In this manner the pupil learns rapidly te 
read ahead and he acquires the .ability fo play 
40 from memory and by teuch whfle reading and 
grasping the next succeeding section te be played. 
The projections are changed ai a rate corre- 
sponding fo the playing rime period of the com- 
position so that the pupil acquires hot only the 
45 ability te memorize and play from memory but 
a]so the ability te play with perfect timing. 
If is well known that rapid reading and the 
ability to translate the notes to the instrument 
are the first requirements in successful playing of 
50 music. If will furthermore be apparent that the 
employment of visual means, as the film, pro- 
jection and screen of my novel method, tegether 
with proper timing, directly aids the pupil te 
acquire the requisites of good playing. These 
The first frame 55 include: 
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1. Note reading for acqufl'ing speed and accu- 
rate identification of notes, 
2. lhythm reading in both reading and trans- 
lating of the notes fo the instrument, 
3. Superior keyboard command wherein the 
pupfl becomes able fo play mainly by the sense 
of touch, that is, without looking af the keys, and 
4. Aid in better reading and understanding of 
musical compositions. 
5. Perfect timing. 
Having thus disclosed my invention what I 
claire as new and desire fo secure by Letters 
Patent is : 
A method of teaching instrunental music 
which consists in projecting a plurality of con- 
secutive equal sections of a musical composition 
onto a screen in sight-reading view of the pupfl, 
consecutively changing the projections af a fre- 
quency leaving each projection on the screen for 
a rime period equal fo the timing of one of said 
sections of the composition, and eliminating in 

4 
each succeeding projection the foremost section 
of the next preceding projection, whereby each 
memorized sight-read section of the composition 
may be instrumentally reproduced by the pupfl 
5 simultaneously and in equal rime period with the 
sight-reading of the next succeeding section of 
the composition. 
MAIY CHUiCH. 
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